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The Three Women (2006)
Achilles Cools designed the  
statue ‘The Three Women’.  
It represents three women talking 
with each other and devoutly 
looking up. At different times  
the women played an essential 
role in the history of the town: 
Mary of Hungary, Amalia of  
Solms and Mary of Brabant.

Renier Snieders (1930)
On the Patersplein (Monk’s 
square) you will find the 
monumental statue of Renier 
Snieders. The statue was made 
as a memorial for this Dutch 
doctor and writer. Snieders 
was born in 1812 in Bladel, The 
Netherlands, but later had a 
doctor’s practice in Turnhout. 
He died in 1888. The memorial 
statue was designed in 1930 by 
the artist Alfons Strijmans. 

Montezuma (1990)
In the courtyard of the castle, 
which you can reach by walk-
ing across the bridge, you will 
find the beautiful Montezuma, 
who was an Aztec king. The 
Mexican statue symbolises that 
“everyone who has been mur-
dered, has a right to justice”. 
Roel d’Haese sculpted this 
work, which dates from 1990.
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4 km 3,7 km+

Beerse - Antwerpen
N12
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N124
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Ravels - Tilburg
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N119
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Tip
Have a walk around Turnhout and 
let de brand new signposting 
guide you. In this way you will 
discover all the top attractions 
of the town. Once you arrive  
at an attraction the boards 
will provide you with all  
necessary information.  

Want to know more? Simply scan the 
QR-code with your smart phone and read the entire 

story of Turnhout’s ace attractions.
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Some statues you should absolutely not miss!

Bronze Adhemar (1991)
This statue is the personification of  
Turnhout as town of the comic strip.  
The statue was made in 1991 by the 
artist Ivo Van Damme. A ‘Bronze  
Adhemar’ statuette, modelled on  
Adhemar, the son of Nero, a character 
in the comic of the same name written 
by Marc Sleen, is awarded every two 
years during Strip Turnhout, the major 
Flemish comics’ festival. 
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Tourism & UiT 

Beguinage / Beguinage Museum

Taxandria Museum

Castle of

the Dukes of Brabant

Meduceum 

Centre of cultural life ‘de Warande’

City hall / Archives

Marketplace / St Peter’s Church

National Playing

Card Museum

Museum of nature

UGC Turnhout (Utopolis)

City park

Bloemekensgang

Campus Blairon

Church of Our Lady Middelares 

Railway station /   € 0,50

Church of the Sacred Heart

Water Tower

Nieuwe Kaai / Yacht-basin

Canal Dessel / Turnhout / Schoten

Cycle bridge / Bels Lijntje 

City farm

Klein Engelandhoeve /  

Start walk

Wetlands /  

Watch tower

Theobaldus Chapel

Paterspand

Swimming pool Stadspark

School of Arts at Turnova

Hotel Corsendonk Turnova (****)

Hotel Corsendonk Viane (***)

Hotel Ter Driezen (****)

Hotel Terminus (**)

Best Western Plus Turnhout City Hotel (****)

Holiday home Cachet de cire ‘BeD’ 

Holiday home Pulcinella

Holiday home Herten Tien (***)

B&B De Hessie (****)

B&B Veado (****)

Guest room Bon-Bon ‘Nuit’ (***)

Guest room Svilla (***)

Guest room Edelweiss (***)

Guest room De Joker (****)

Camp site Baalse Hei (****)

Youth hostel De Ponyhoeve (B)

Holiday home Klein Engelandhoeve
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‘t Steentje Tourist Inform
ation Offi ce

For a long tim
e the old Steentje building w

as a prison and hom
e 

to a local policem
an. Later it becam

e a guesthouse, served as 
a district court and a seat of adm

inistration for the poor. At one 
point it even took on the role of gunpow

der store for the vigi-
lante patrol. The city purchased the dilapidated building in 1902 
and tore it dow

n tw
o years later. The new

 Steentje w
as rebuilt 

in 1922 by the architect Van Ravestyn. If you look up you w
ill see 

in the gable the historic Turnhout coat of arm
s. 

 St Peter’s Church
The church is built of brick, w

hich w
as form

erly the only m
ate-

rial available in the region. The oldest section of the church, the 
foundation part of the tow

er and part of a previous church date 
back to the 13th Century; the choir w

ith the processional aisle, 
apse chapels and transept w

ere built in the Gothic style during 
the second half of the 15th Century. The baroque crossing tow

-
er w

as added in 1633. The interior is also striking; the delicate 
pulpit w

as m
ade by Turnhout sculptor H. Peeters-Divoort and 

put in place in 1862. The choir stalls originated from
 the priory at 

Corsendonk. The fl oor contains several com
m

em
orative stones 

from
 the 18th Century and the stained glass w

indow
s date from

 
the period betw

een 1872-1945.

 Bloem
ekensgang

The Bloem
ekensgang m

ight appear to be one of the older parts 
of Turnhout, but in fact this isn’t the case. This pedestrian street 
w

as created in 1978. The m
ost authentic building is to the right 

at the rear of the street and w
as form

erly a factory that m
ade 

the dyed cotton fabric called siam
oises; the com

pany w
as 

founded and built up by François Borghs. A passagew
ay brings 

you out on to Tw
eetorentjesplein (Square of tw

o tow
ers); the 

building to your right and the one opposite w
ere form

erly the 
stables and coach house of François du Four. Both buildings 
date from

 1889, a date that can be seen above the entrance.  

 Paterspand
Paterspand w

as a form
er religious residence of Friars M

inor. After 
an absence of a hundred years, they returned to Turnhout in 1897. 
After the priests left, the League of Christian Em

ployers purchased 
the cloister com

plex in 1989. The m
ost extensive phase of the ren-

ovation w
ork w

as the conversion of the cloister into a service cen-
tre w

ithout m
aking any drastic changes to the existing structure. 

The m
ost notable change, how

ever, w
as the covering of part of the 

cloister garden. M
ake sure to take a look at the glass dom

e and the 
‘Den Engel’ (The Angel) statue by sculptor W

alter Pom
pe.

 Beguinage
The Beguinage w

as fi rst m
entioned in 1340, but is thought to be a 

few
 decades older than this. It w

as founded in the form
er grounds 

of the castle. In the 18th Century it housed around 350 beguines, al-
though this num

ber later decreased. The last beguine, Dutchw
om

-
an Joanna de Boer, died in 2002; how

ever, the pom
p and splendour 

of the beguinage is still w
ith us today. Take in the buildings such 

as the Church of the Holy Cross, the Chapel of the Holy Face, the 
presbytery and of course the St. John Convent w

hich has housed 
the Beguinage M

useum
 since 1953. It is a m

useum
 of w

hich Turn-
hout can be rightly proud due to the w

orld’s largest collection of 
artefacts relating to beguines and beguinages. The recognition as a 
UNESCO w

orld heritage site grants Turnhout a special place w
ithin 

w
orld history. 

Taxandriam
useum

The m
ajestic ‘Huis m

etten Thoren’ (Tow
er House) dates from

 
the m

id-16th Century and, after the castle, it is the oldest re-
m

aining residence in the city. In 1649 Princess Am
alia of Solm

s 
stayed here follow

ing her ‘joyous entry’, dem
onstrating the im

-
portance of the house. In 1952 the city purchased the patrician 
residence and six years later the building w

as honoured w
ith a 

‘classifi ed’ label by the M
onum

ents and Sites Departm
ent. The 

M
useum

 of Playing Cards w
as housed here in 1969, but later 

sw
apped addresses w

ith the Taxandria M
useum

. After a thor-
ough restoration in 1996, it reopened its doors. Each room

 is 
‘inhabited’ by an historical fi gure. W

hy not get to know
 all of the 

guests and allow
 them

 to tell you their stories about the origin 
and history of Turnhout and the Antw

erp Cam
pine region as 

part of the new
 perm

anent exhibition, ‘Hotel Taxandria’. 

 Castle of 
 the Dukes of Brabant
The castle probably dates from

 the start of the 13th Century. 
For centuries it served as a fortress or a hunting lodge. There 
has been a court on the prem

ises since 1796 and it also acted 
as a prison for a period, w

ith its very ow
n ‘thief hole’ in the front 

tow
er. During the French period, w

hen the fam
ilies of the nobil-

ity deserted the castle, it becam
e dilapidated. Around 1800 the 

French governm
ent reused the building as a court and prison 

for convicts. In 1807 the City of Turnhout purchased the castle 
and rented it to the M

inistry of Justice. The province had the 
building restored by architect Jules Taeym

ans after acquiring 
it in 1908 and in 1936 his w

ork w
as honoured w

hen the castle 
acquired protective status as a m

onum
ent. In later years it be-

cam
e the property of the state and in 1975 the Buildings Agency 

took great pains to ensure that the entire building w
as restored 

to its form
er glory. It is as a result of this that the Turnhout Court 

of Justice is to this day housed in a stunning, historic m
onum

ent. 
M

onday to Friday 9 am
 - 4.30 pm

, Saturday 9.30 am
 - 2 pm

, 
closed on Sunday.
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